ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

130 Watford Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1H2
905.655.3286 ¢ Fax: 905.655.4519
www.stleothegreat.ca * e-mail: st.leos@bellnet.ca

Pastor: Rev. Charles T. Forget

Parish Secretary: Maureen Holly
905-655-3286 x 101

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday to Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Closed for Lunch from 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed.

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - Mass: 7:00 p.m.
Rosary prayed 20 minutes before weekday masses.

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday 5:00 p.m. Youth Mass
Sunday 9:00 a.m. (with Children's Liturgy JK, SK, Grade 1 & 2) & 11:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. or anytime by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please download the Baptism Information Kit and Registration Form from
the parish website, www.stleothegreat.ca

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage
preparation course. Please call the Parish Office.

PARISH REGISTRATION:
All families attending St. Leo's are requested to register with the parish.
Registration forms (Welcome Cards) are available in the vestibule of the church.

LOCAL HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY PASTORAL VISITATION

If you or someone in your family is in the Oshawa, Whitby or Port Perry Hospitals and would like to have a priest
(for serious reasons) visit the person who is sick for Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites, Confession or Communion,
please note that there is a full-time Catholic Priest assigned to these three hospitals at various times of the week.
Simply ask hospital staff to inquire as to whether Father Manuel Duterte is present in the hospital (or when he will be).
If Father Manuel is not available and there is an emergency requiring a Catholic priest, please call St. Leo the Great
Parish at 905-655-3286 and when prompted, press "8" and leave your message. Fr. Charles will receive your message
(if he is available) and return your call. If there is no emergency but you would like to speak to Fr. Charles, please call
the parish office and leave a message with the parish secretary at 905-655-3286 x 101.
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BAPTISM OF THE LORD

CLEANING AND PRAYING

While cleaning and going
through boxes of old papers
wasnt a new year’s
resolution for me, | thought it
was high time | started to get
rid of some of the stuff I've
been hauling around over the
last decade or more. While
doing so | came upon the
funeral commemoration
booklet that accompanied
the funeral of Fr. Sean
O’Sullivan which was held on
March 11, 1989 at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Toronto, some 26
years ago this March. | had the privilege of knowing Fr. Sean
when he served as Vocation Director for the Archdiocese of
Toronto when | was first responding seriously to the call to
priesthood | had always felt from the Lord. Fr. Sean, prior to
becoming a priest, was the youngest member of Parliament in
Canadian history and served as MP for the riding of Hamilton-
Wentworth.
Fr. Sean had been diagnosed with Leukemia in the early 1980’s
and had struggled with its bleak prospects for his future. Near
the end of his rather short life of just thirty-seven years, Fr. Sean
had the opportunity to say goodbye to those he had come to
know so well and his words resound with gratitude to God for his
many blessings and the wondrous gift and call to the priesthood.
Fr. Sean wrote; A FINAL TESTAMENT:
“A few words in closing... Those who have known me best will
smile kindly at my desire to have the last word. It is now time to
reflect upon the journey of this earthly life and to look forward in
anticipation to the life which awaits us all. To do both is to be
filled with an immense awe and equal gratitude: gratitude,
foremost, to Almighty God for loving me enough to give me the
gift of life. He has graced my life with faith in His Divine Son and
in the experience of His limitless mercy. It is never too early - nor
too late - to return to the Lord. We are His beloved children. All
of us.
He has blessed me with the gift of priesthood. | could never earn
nor deserve it. Often, like so many of His gifts, | took it for
granted and failed to fully appreciate it. This is the precious gift
whereby | most fully experienced His love for me, even though |
remained weak and sinful and full of human pride.
I did many things wrong in my life. But one thing | know | did
right. | said “Yes” to Christ’s invitation to share His priesthood.
Upon writing of this decision to Cardinal Carter, | received a most
apt reply:

“The movement you give yourself is from God. Simply

look on it as a grace, not as if you were doing

something for Him. You are the true beneficiary.”
| thank God as well for the gift of my family and so many close
friends. In their love | learned how to love, and felt God’s love
reflected. As a poet put it so aptly (William Butler Yates):

“Think where man’s glory most begins and ends, and

say my glory was | have such friends.”

My beloved parents are among the most gentle people | have
ever known. Any good that | may have done, | owe to them.
They have been the best teachers. Their example of a good faith,
quietly lived, showed me the importance and beauty of doing
one’s duty gladly; of living out one’s vocation.
My beloved brothers, sister and in-laws, accepted me at all
stages of my life, and their good humour prevented me from
becoming too self-possessed. My nephews and nieces added to
this experience of a large and loving family; people who naturally
choose to be kind and gentle, and of help and service to others.
This world, so burdened by hurt, needs such good people. | love
them all - and shall, forever.
So, | do not say good-bye. Rather, it is time for me to say
farewell - until we meet again. For my belief in Jesus Christ
assured me, as it did St. Paul, that life is about to change, not
end. | have not left you. | have simply been called ahead, along
the road which we all must travel.
It is fashionable to say that one has no regrets. But, of course,
being human, | do have regrets.
I regret all the good | could have done and did not do.
| regret any harm or hurt | may have in any way caused others.
As Pope Paul VI expressed so | also ask...
“forgiveness of all those | may have offended, failed to
serve and love enough;” gladly and without
reservation | “forgive those who should have desired
forgiveness from me. May the peace of the Lord be
with us!”
Life’s experiences have taught me that love and suffering are
mysterious links to God. We must take the risks of love and
continue to do so, even when that involves suffering, hurt and
misunderstanding. Always love. Never be afraid to love. And
complete love through generous forgiveness.
Since April of 1983 | have known of my likely death from
Leukemia. The wonders of modern medicine have been
surpassed only by the tremendous human kindness of such
dedicated doctors, nurses, their co-workers, and those countless
individuals whose prayers and concern have touched my heart.
So, while it has not been of my timing or choosing, death now
awaits. In His mercy, God has allowed me this time of grace to
put my house in order and to prepare for that transition. He has
given me this extra time of prayer and the special comfort of His
Blessed Mother. | do not know how God or prayers work - just
that they do. Devotion to Mary is not some Catholic abstraction
or pious nicety. In honouring Mary | have felt closer to her Son; |
have experienced the grace of her loving protection.
The Lord has given me the opportunity to suffer, as all priests
must, - for my own sins and, with Jesus, for those of His people.
Again, | think of Cardinal Carter’s prophetic letter on the eve of
my Ordination:

“The Priesthood of Christ has been the joy of my life.
No privilege of the highest order can compare with it...
I offer you a life of dedication, sometimes a very real
hardship, but, with grace, perseverance and self-
donation, a life of joy and fulfillment... It is exactly on
the Cross that we are our truest priestly selves.”
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From the beginning | have offered any suffering in reparation for
my sins; for the strengthening of the Church; and for the grace of
mutual forgiveness. In death | renew those prayers of
supplication to our loving Father.
| said that | would like to have the last word. But, of course, God
always has the last word.
As St. Paul observes:

“None of us lives as his own and none of us dies as his

own... Both in life and death we are the Lord’s.”
He has now issued the word of invitation to come home.
Without merit of my own, trusting only in His abundant mercy, |
am going gently towards the goal. Again, | thank God for a
wonderful life, and for all those who have immeasurably
enriched my life by their love and kindness.
| promise to remember you all and to pray for you. And | ask you
to continue to pray for me. In that loving dialogue with God, the
source of all life and goodness, we shall never be separated. In
your charity, please pray for my soul, that God will heed your
prayers and welcome me into eternal life.
My dear family and friends: | thank, love and bless you all in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

Sean Patrick O’Sullivan

December 14, 1988

Feast of St. John of the Cross

As benefactors of a great privilege to pray for others | remember
my Aunt Mary Fry, (d. Sept. 5, 2013), my father, John Forget, (d.
July 8, 2014), Fr. Sean O’Sullivan, and all those many parishioners
of St. Leo the Great and the many family and friends | have
known who have died and have been commended to the Lord
and the wondrous, unfathomable life He promises us forever.
God bless and grant heavenly, eternal rest to them all.

(Fr. Charles)

THANK YOU AGAIN

While it’s a lot of work fluffing trees and setting up the church for
Christmas, it’s also a rather thankless and unseen job of taking
everything down after Christmas is over. | just want to extend
my thanks to those who assisted me in “putting Christmas away”
following the Feast of the Epiphany: Andrzej & Matthew Nowak;
Clare, Jeremy & Benjamin Carruthers; Juanita Peters; and John
Floris. (Fr. Charles)

MASS INTENTIONS — WEEK OF Jan 13- 18, 2015

Tues. Jan 13 — 8:30 am — Intentions Fr. Charles Forget
Wed. Jan 14 — 7:00 pm — Diamantino & Maria Do Carmo
Ferreira+ req. Eduardo Ferreira

Thurs. Jan 15 —8:30 am - Private Intentions

Fri. Jan 16 — 8:30 am — James Dale+ req. Helen Freve

Sat. Jan 17 —5:00 pm — Nina Podesta+ req. Podesta Family

Sun. Jan 18 - 9:00 am — Francesco Caruso+ req. Caruso Family
11:00 am — Josef Krzyczkowski+ req. Bawol Family

St. Leo the Great — 11:00 am Choir Rehearsals ‘

Choir Rehearsals are on Thursdays at 7:30 pm in the church, Jan.
8 & 15. There will be NO rehearsals on January 22, 29 and
February 5. Rehearsals will resume on February 12.

CONFIRMATION ENROLLMENT & REGISTRATION

RITE OF ENROLLMENT and REGISTRATION (at weekend
Masses of January 17 & 18, 2015 — choose to attend one)

At all the weekend Masses of Saturday Jan. 17 at the 5:00 pm
Mass, and Sunday January 18 at the 9:00 am and 11:00 am
Masses, we will hold the Rite of Enrollment during the Mass with
formal registration following in the parish hall. (Choose to attend
one of the three available Masses, (with your sponsor if
possible).

For Registration you will need to bring:

A photocopy of your child’s baptismal certificate

Registration Fee - A cheque in the amount of $50 payable to St.
Leo the Great Parish

Complete the Registration Form after mass and submit it before
leaving.

REMINDER: CONFIRMATION 10-WEEK SESSIONS BEGIN
AGAIN ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2015 FROM 7 PM
TO 8:30 PM in Parish Hall.

Reaching Out To Todays Culture -
Fr. Robert Barron

In this insightful talk, Fr. Barron tackles the arguments against
Christianity that are at the forefront of modern media, and
reveals the flawed understanding of the Catholic Church and its
teachings by skeptics and lukewarm Catholics. Fr. Barron
regularly posts brief and insightful commentaries on faith and
culture on YouTube, and receives a significant amount of
negative responses from atheists and non-Christians. He
welcomes these responses because it gives him an opportunity
to have a dialogue with his critics and correct their
misunderstandings. The negative responses can be grouped into
four categories (Fr. Barron calls them the “Four YouTube
Heresies”). 1. Deep confusion about the meaning of God. 2. Deep
confusion about the interpretation of the bible. 3. Confusion
about the relationship between religion and science. 4.
Confusion about the relationship between religion and violence.

Many of us have family members or friends who are skeptics and
have questions about God, faith, and Scripture. How confident
are we when responding? Do we know what to say, or are we
confused as well? Can we back up what we believe in an
intelligent way? | strongly recommend this CD/MP3 because Fr.
Barron clearly and skilfully illustrates our Catholic intellectual
tradition. The more we understand the components of our faith
and its traditions, the easier it will be to clarify the confusion
prevalent in our families, communities, and culture. (F. BBianco)

The Baptism of the Lord — January 11, 2015

Jesus’ identity is revealed as “The Son of God” through His baptism
in the Jordan. Our identity as “children of God” is revealed through
our baptism. Our lives then, must constantly witness Jesus as Lord. If
you think that God is calling you to a Church vocation, call Fr. Chris
Lemieux, Vocation Director, Archdiocese of Toronto 416-968-0997
Email vocations@archtoronto.org www.vocationstoronto.ca
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